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In recent times two terms, which are being used more and more frequently have been
introduced into  scientific  nomenclature:  Geoheritage and  Geodiversity.  The  concept  of
geoheritage was introduced in the 1970s, whereas geodiversity has been recognised as a
concept  worth investigating from the 1990s onwards but  several  recent  attempts have
been made to properly define and assess it. Since their appearance both concepts have
aroused strong interest and debate, not only of researchers in Earth Sciences but also of
experts  in  biology,  spatial  planning,  tourism  and  cultural  heritage,  especially  those
interested in integrated and interdisciplinary approaches. The importance of conserving
geodiversity and geoheritage is now widely acknowledged and introduced in the European
Landscape Convention and the EU Soil Strategy. 
Several attempts have been made to define and assess geoheritage and geodiversity. As
with  biodiversity,  when  describing  the  geodiversity  of  an  area  it  can  refer  to  different
aspects, such as the maximum variety as well as those elements and patterns that are
characteristic for the genesis of a specific area. At present there is a raising awareness of
the complex connections that exist between geoheritage, biological and cultural heritage.
In our session we want to address these subjects, including current methods of research
and debate on geodiversity and geoheritage in international as well as national scientific
worlds, from the global to the local scale.



In particular we invite presentations and posters related to the following themes:
- methodological presentations (definitions, approaches, context),
- presentations of methods (mapping, assessment, classification and quantification),
- case studies of geodiversity,  geoheritage, geo(morpho)sites and geomonuments,

especially studies addressing a more sustainable land use,
- geoparks and geoheritage conservation, management and promotion,
- links  and  interactions  between  geoheritage  and  geodiversity,  bio-  and  cultural

diversity and heritage,
- geoparks, geotourism and geoheritage conservation, management and promotion,
- educational aspects of geoheritage and geodiversity.

The session will be accompanied by at least one Splinter or Town Hall Meeting, and an
evening  dinner  to  broaden  the  discussion  and  increase  links  with  members  of  other
disciplines of the EGU community.

Co-organisors
The  session  is  co-organized  by  the  International  Association  of  Geomorphologists'
Working Group on Geomorphosites and the Working Group on Landform Assessment for
Geodiversity,  and  ProGEO,  the  European  Association  for  the  Conservation  of  the
Geological Heritage. 

Journal: we are organizing the publication of the session's proceedings in a special issue
of an international peer-reviewed journal free of charge (subject to acceptance).

Abstract submission
You may submit the text of your contribution as plain text, LaTeX, or MS Word content. An
Abstract Processing Charge (APC) of €40.00 gross (€33.61 net) is levied.

Detailed  information  on  how  to  submit  an  abstract  can  be  found  at:
http://egu2016.eu//abstract_management/how_to_submit_an_abstract.html

The deadline for the receipt of abstracts is 13 Jan 2016, 13:00 CET. 

Financial support
We highly recommend that you will upload your abstract within the next weeks, as this will
give you the right to ask for some financial support. Remember that if you need financial
support you must submit your abstract no later than 01 Dec 2015. 
For more information: http://www.egu2015.eu/support_and_distinction.html

NEW for EGU2016
Late abstracts (submitted by conveners after 13 Jan 2016) require a final approval by the
programme committee and will be invoiced with €80.

Further  information  about  the  EGU  General  Assembly  2016  can  be  found  at:
http://egu2016.eu/

We are looking forward to receiving your contributions and meeting you in Vienna!
The Conveners
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