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Minutes 

1st IAG Executive Committee 2005 – 2009 Meeting 

Zaragoza, Congress Hall 

September 11

th

 2005 

 

 

The President, Andrew GOUDIE, opens the meeting at 09:00 am and welcomes the 

participants. 

Are present: Franck AUDEMARD (Vice-President, Venezuela), Michael CROZIER (Vice-

President, New Zealand), Morgan DE DAPPER (Secretary, Belgium), Andrew GOUDIE 

(President, UK), Francisco GUTIÉRREZ (Treasurer, Spain), Michael SLATTERY 

(Publications Officer, USA). 

Is excused: Monique FORT (Vice-President, France) 

Are present from point 3. on: David HIGGITT, Mauro SOLDATI, Zbigniew ZWOLINSKI 

Are excused from point 3. on: Dan BALTEANU, Ying WANG 

 

1. Agenda 

 

The agenda proposed by the President is approved. 

 

2. The future of the IAG – strategic overview 

 

The President outlines his view of the future of the IAG, (to be presented at the second 

General Assembly), stressing the need to expand the number of working parties so that they 

cover major, active and developing themes in Geomorphology. 

 

3. Cooptation of EC members 

 

Following EC members are coopted: Dan BALTEANU (Romania), David HIGGITT 

(Singapore), Mauro SOLDATI (Italy), Ying WANG (China), Zbigniew ZWOLINSKI 

(Poland). 

An effort will be done to coopt a member from Africa, south of the Sahara. A possible 

candidate is Mohammed UMER from Addis Abeba University, Ethiopia. The Secretary will 

further enquiry. 

 

4. Duties of EC members 

 

Franck AUDEMARD: Vice-President, Latin-America 

Dan BALTEANU : Central Europe 

Michael CROZIER: Vice-President, Australia, New-Zealand, Oceania, Working Groups 

Morgan DE DAPPER: Secretary 

Monique FORT: Vice-President, Western Europe (especially those countries with roman 

language expression), Middle East, India 

Andrew GOUDIE: President 

Francisco GUTIÉRREZ: Treasurer 

Michael SLATTERY: Publications Officer, USA 

David HIGGITT: Public Relations Officer; South-east Asia 

Mauro SOLDATI: Training Officer 

Ying WANG: China 

Zbigniew ZWOLINSKI: Webmaster 



 2 

 

Gaps: German-speaking countries of Western Europe (filled by Lothar SCHROTT, Germany, 

cf. 11.WG Earth Systems), Northern Europe (filled by Achim BEYLICH, Norway, cf. 11. 

WG SEDIBUD), North Africa (filled by Mohamed T. BENAZZOUZ, Algeria, cf. 11. WG 

Geomorphological Hazards), Africa south of the Sahara (cf. 2.), Indian subcontinent (filled by 

Sunil Kumar DE, India, cf. 11. WG Geomorphological Hazards), Meso-America (filled by 

Irasema ALCANTARA-AYALA, Mexico, cf. 11. WG Geomorphological Hazards) 

 

5. Financial policy 

 

It was reported that there was currently 62,000 Euro in the account of the IAG, but the 

President pointed out that c 32,000 Euros had come from royalties associated with the 

Encyclopaedia of Geomorphology, and this was a once and for all contribution. He pointed 

out that the IAG had substantial expenditure on Working Groups, Training Courses, and EC 

meetings. He suggested that the IAG should improve its income from publications, and noted 

that the Handbook of Geomorphology (to be edited by Basil Gomez and others) might bring 

in c 9000 Euro. In addition he suggested that there should be a Legacy programme, that the 

fee paid to the International Council on Landslides (US$ 2,000) should be cancelled, that the 

question of personal subscriptions should be revisited, that commercial sponsorship should be 

explored, that a proposal to increase the subscriptions for National Bodies should be brought 

forward to the next meeting of IAG-Council, and that the organizers of the Melbourne 

Conference and other meetings should be encouraged to make sure that a sufficient profit was 

made to make a substantial contribution to the IAG’s overall budget.  

 

The proposal to cancel the subscription to the ICL was approved. 

 

It was noted that the Past Treasurer (André OZER) would hand over the finances to the new 

Treasurer (Francisco GUTIERREZ) in January 2006.  

 

6. Website 

 

Zbigniew ZWOLINSKI, Past and new Webmaster, reports. 

The membership database is ongoing but the response is low and slow. A new call will be 

launched. 

For the website news more feedback is needed. David HIGGITT proposes to respond quickly 

to major news-breaking “geomorphological” events (flooding, landslides, earthquakes, 

volcanic eruptions, tsunamis, hurricanes…). 

 

7. Training of young geomorphologists 

 

Mauro SOLDATI, Past and new Training Officer, reports: 

During the past quadriennium young geomorphologists (mostly from less favoured countries) 

were supported, enabling them to take part in training courses, symposia and 

regional/international conferences. The EC unanimously agrees to continue this effort. 

During the next years more requests for funding are likely to be expected. The question is 

how to deal with this situation. The President suggests continuation of support for activities 

that were successful (e.g. Tierra del Fuego, Windsor). It is decided that a minimum budget 

will be defined in order to properly manage the proposals received. At the next EC meeting a 

decision will be taken concerning the budget for the first two years. 

In the meantime, it is decided to support the following activities for the first year: 
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- BGRG Post-graduate Training Course, Windsor, UK, December 2005: 2 grants for PhD 

students from Eastern Europe (evaluating commission: GOUDIE, SOLDATI, ZWOLINSKI); 

- CONICET IV Post-graduate Field Course in Tierra del Fuego, Argentina, November 2006: 2 

grants for young geomorphologists from Latin America; 

- IAG Regional Conference, Brasil, September 2006: grants (number to be defined) for young 

geomorphologists from less favoured countries (except Latin America). 

It is agreed that the EC will have to encourage the organisers of Regional Conferences to 

devote part of the budget to grants for young geomorphologists. 

 

8. Publications 

 

Publications are very important for the IAG. 

Wiley’ contribution is going down, but the Cambridge University Press is keen to expand. 

Suggestions: 

- WG on Global Change, edited by Olav SLAYMAKER 

- WG on Hazards, edited by Irasema ALCANTARA-AYALA 

- Handbook/Recipe on ‘Applied Geomorphology’ including legal issues 

- Glossary of Geomorphology for students, hardcopy, multilingual (English, 

French, Spanish) 

- Biographies (cf. Dorothy SACK’s ‘History of Geomorphology’), Andrew 

GOUDIE’s extensive archive of photographs could be included 

- A book of major world landform sites, edited by Piotr MIGON. 

 

9. Newsletter 

 

A more efficient way of diffusion is necessary. Michael SLATTERY will consult the Past 

Publication Officer Carol HARDEN. 

 

10. Scientific Meetings 

 

- 2006, Mongolia. A Joint International Meeting on ‘Environmental Changes and Earth  

Surface Processes in Semi-arid and Temperate Areas’ will be organised in Mongolia from 

June 9

th

 to 15

th

 by the Institute of Geography of the Mongolian Academy of Science, the 

Japanese Geomorphological Union, the International Geographical Union (GC21) and 

Kanazawa University. The organisers ask the official support of the IAG. The EC 

unanimously agrees as long as there are no financial implications. The decision will be 

communicated by the Secretary. 

- IAG Regional Conferences: 

/ 2006, September, Goiâna, Brazil: Franck AUDEMARD will attend. 

/ 2007, June, East Malaysia 

/ 2007, August 2

nd

 – 5

th

, Svalbard Archipelago, Spitsbergen, Norway 

/ 2008, April, Israel 

/ 2008, September, Braşov, Romania 

- 2008, International Geological Conference, August 5

th

-14

th

, Oslo, Norway. It is proposed 

that Monique FORT prepares a programme with session.  

- 2008, UNESCO & IUGS, International Year of Planet Earth 

- 2009, IAG International Conference, Melbourne, Australia 
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11. Working Groups 

 

- Continuing WG’s: 

/Geoarcheology: Eric FOUACHE (France) 

/ Large Rivers: Avijit GUPTA (UK) 

/ Geomorphological Sites: Emmanuel REYNARD (Switzerland) 

/ Arid Regions: Yang XIAOPING (China) 

- New WG’s: 

 /SEDIBUD, Sediment Budgets in Cold Environments: Achim BEYLICH (Norway) 

 /Rocky Coasts Geomorphology: Wayne STEPHENSON (Australia) 

 /Carpatho-Balkan-Dinaric Regional Working Group: not yet defined 

/Human Impact on the Landscape: Dénes LỎCZY (Hungary)  

/Small Catchments: Andrzej KOSTRZEWSKI (Poland) 

/Earth Systems: Lothar SCHROTT (Germany) 

/Geomorphological Hazards: Irasema ALCANTARA-AYALA (Mexico), Sunil 

Kumar DE (India), Mohamed T. BENAZZOUZ (Algeria) 

/Global Change and Geomorphology: Olav SLAYMAKER (Canada) 

 

A budget has to be foreseen for the 8 new WG’s. It is agreed that each new WG would 

receive 500 Euro in their first year and that any subsequent funds would depend on producing 

a satisfactory strategy document showing intended concrete outcomes (e.g. publications, 

training manuals, international meetings…) and an annual report showing satisfactory 

progress. 

 

12. World Heritage Sites 

 

The IAG must cooperate with The World Conservation Union (IUCN, www.iucn.org) 

An ad hoc commission (a call for active members has to be launched; Denys BRUNSDEN 

(UK), Piotr MIGON (Poland), Michael CROZIER (New-Zealand), Andrew GOUDIE (UK) 

are ready to take part) will formulate a Top-20 of landscapes to be protected. 

 

13. Any Other Business 

 

New stationary will be prepared by the Secretary 

 

Michael SLATTERY will formulate a statement concerning the organisation of the important 

group of US-geomorphologists which is at the present day diluted over different 

organisations: American Geophysical Union (AGU), Geological Society of America (GSA), 

Geomorphology Special Group of the Association of American Geographers (AAG). 

 

14. Next EC Meeting 

 

Andrew GOUDIE will convene the next EC Meeting in Oxford – UK. 

Date: 31

st

 March and 1

st

 April 2006 

Programme: informal dinner on the Friday evening, intensive all day (9 am – 5 pm) 

committee meeting on the Saturday. 

The IAG will pay for accommodation and food. It is hoped that at least a portion of the travel 

costs could be provided by the institutions or national bodies of those attending. 

 

The meeting is closed at 11 am. 
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Coordinates of the EC Members 

 

Franck AUDEMARD 

FUNVISIS, Venezuelan Foundation for Seismological Research 

Earth Sciences Department 

Final Calle Mara, 

Urb.El Llanito 

CARACAS 1030 

Apdo.Postal 76880 

CARACAS 1070-A 

Venezuela 

faudemard@funvisis.gob.ve 

Phone: + 58 (0)212 2575153 ; + 58 (0)212 2577672 ; + 58 (0)212 2579346 ; + 58 (0)212 

2580308 ; + 58 (0)212 2580693 

Fax: + 58 (0)212 2579977 ; + 58 (0)212 2579084 ; + 58 (0)212 2579860 

  

Dan BALTEANU 

University of Targoviste 

Institute of Geography 

Department of Human Geography 

12, Dimitrie Racovita Street, Sector 2 

BUCHAREST 

Romania 

balteanu@rnc.ro 

geoinst@rnc.ro 

Phone: +40 (0)21 3155990 

Fax: +40 (0)21 3111242 

 

Michael CROZIER 

Victoria University of Wellington 

Institute of Geography, School of Earth Sciences 

PO Box 600 

WELLINGTON 

New Zealand 

Michael.Crozier@vuw.ac.nz 

Tel: +64 (0)4 463 5279 

Fax: +64 (0)4 463 5186 

  

Morgan DE DAPPER 

Ghent University 

Department of Geography 

Krijgslaan, 281 (S8) 

B-9000- GENT 

Belgium, EU 

morgan.dedapper@UGent.be 

Phone: + 32 (0)9 2644690 

Fax: + 32 (0)9 2644982 
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Monique FORT 

Université Paris7-Denis Diderot 

Département de Géographie 

UFR GHSS, Case 7001 

2, Place Jussieu 

F- 75 251 PARIS Cedex 05 

France, EU 

fort@paris7.jussieu.fr  

Phone : + 33 (0)1 44 277669 

 

Andrew GOUDIE 

St Cross College 

St Giles 

OXFORD OX1 3LZ 

United Kingdom, EU 

andrew.goudie@st-cross.oxford.ac.uk 

Phone: + 44 (0)1865 278493 (secretary); + 44 (0)1865 278492 (direct) 

Fax: + 44 (0)1865 278484 

 

Francisco GUTIÉRREZ  

Universidad de Zaragoza 

Departamento de Ciencias de la Tierra 

Edificio Geológicas 

C/. Pedro Cerbuna, 12 

50009 ZARAGOZA 

Spain, EU 

fgutier@unizar.es 

Phone: + 34 (0)976 761090 

Fax: + 34 (0)976 761106 

 

David HIGGITT 

National University of Singapore 

Department of Geography 

1, Arts Link 

SINGAPORE 117570 

geodlh@nus.edu.sg 

Phone: + 65 6516 6809 

Fax: + 65 6777 3091 

 

Michael SLATTERY 

Texas Christian University 

Institute for Environmental Studies 

P.O.Box 298830 

FORTH WORTH, TX 76129 

USA 

m.slattery@tcu.edu 

Phone: + 1 (817) 257 7506 

Fax: + (817) 257 7789 
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Mauro SOLDATI 

Università Degli Studi di Modena e Reggio Emilia 

Dipartimento di Scienze della Terra 

Largo S.Eufemia, 19 

41100 MODENA 

Italy, EU 

soldati@unimore.it 

Phone: + 39 (0)59 2055842 

Fax : + 39 (0)59 2055887 

 

Ying WANG 

Nanjing University 

Department of Geo & Ocean Sciences 

210093 NANJING 

China 

wangying@nju.edu.cn 

Phone: + 86-25-83593736 (Office), + 86-25-86207810 (Home) 

Fax: + 86-25-83595387 

Mobile: 13505182145 

 

Zbigniew ZWOLIŃSKI 

Adam Mickiewicz University 

Institute for Paleogeography and Geoecology 

Dziegielowa, 27 

61-680 POZNAŃ 

Poland, EU 

zbzw@amu.edu.pl 

Phone: + 48 61 8296176 

 

 

The President The Secretary 

Andrew GOUDIE Morgan DE DAPPER 

 


