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Summary of the Minutes 

of the 

2

nd 

Meeting 

of the 

IAG Executive Committee 2005 – 2009 

Oxford, St Cross College 

April 1

st 

2006 

 

 

Present are the full EC: Franck AUDEMARD (Vice-President, Venezuela), Dan BALTEANU 

(Coopted Member, Romania), Michael CROZIER (Vice-President, New Zealand), Morgan 

DE DAPPER (Secretary, Belgium), David HIGGITT (Public Relations Officer, Singapore), 

Monique FORT (Vice-President, France), Andrew GOUDIE (President, UK), Francisco 

GUTIERREZ (Treasurer, Spain), Michael SLATTERY (Publications Officer, USA), Mauro 

SOLDATI (Training Officer, Italy), Ying WANG (Coopted Member, China), Zbigniew 

ZWOLINSKI (Webmaster, Poland) 

 

1. Cooptation of an EC member from Africa, south of the Sahara 

 

Dr. Mohammed UMER from the Department of Earth Sciences at Addis Ababa University, 

Ethiopia. is coopted as EC-member. Dr. UMER has a PhD in Quaternary Geology from the 

University of Aix-Marseille III in France and is involved in several international projects. 

Most of his publications put emphasis on Environment & Climate Change in Ethiopia. 

 

2. World Heritage Sites 

 

A working party involving Andrew GOUDIE, Denys BRUNSDEN, Piotr MIGON and Tim 

BADMAN (IUCN World Heritage Adviser) met in Oxford on 13

th

 February, 2006. The 

purpose of this meeting was to explore opportunities for collaboration and to agree a plan of 

action. The meeting agreed that the IAG would provide assistance with identification of 

reviewers for World Heritage Site nominations, prepare a short list of possible World 

Heritage evaluators, set out criteria for assessing outstanding universal value within 

geomorphological sites, collaborate with the University of Wroclaw in Poland to have a PhD 

student to work on World Heritage sites, and would seek to publish with a commercial 

publisher a book relating to World Heritage geomorphological sites. 

 

3. Working Groups 

 

 

Working 

Group 

Activities 

Sedibud 

(A. Beylich) 

Initial meeting,16-19 Dec-05, Durham, UK;  

Workshop, 29 Oct -1 Nov-06, Trondheim, Norway 

Rocky Coasts 

(W. Stephenson) 

Objectives listed; no specific dates 

Carpatho-Balkan-

Dinaric Region  

(M. Stankoviansky) 

Planned meeting, 10-11 April-06, Olomouc, Czechia; 

Planned meeting 2007, Pécs, Hungary  
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HILS 

(D. Loczy) 

Meeting 26-28 May-06, Pécs, Hungary 

Small Catchments 

(A. Kostrzewski) 

 

Earth Systems 

(L. Schrott) 

Launch group, BGRG, June 2006, Loughborough Session, UK; 

Nov-06 Beijing, China? 

Hazards  

(I. Alcantara) 

Call for members, Jan-06 

Global Change  

(O. Slaymaker) 

Meeting, 18-22 Sept-06 , Cambridge, UK (prospective authors) 

Geoarchaeology  

(E. Fouache) 

New term objectives; 

Meeting, 21-24 Sept-06, Ghent, Belgium; 

Planned meeting, Sept-07, Argentina, 

Large Rivers  

(A. Gupta) 

Meeting, 25 Jun-2 July-06, Rhone, France; 

Fluvial Conference, 9 Nov-06, Nanjing, China 

Geomorphosites 

 (E. Reynard) 

 

Arid regions 

 (Y. Xiaoping) 

Workshop, 10-17 Sept-06, Inner Mongolia,  

 

4. New Working Groups 

 

Two new Working Groups are proposed: 

- WG on Planetary Geomorphology, by Mary BOURKE (University of Arizona) 

- WG on Applied Geomorphological Mapping, by Paolo PARON (FAO, Nairobi). 

According to the Constitution new WG’s must be voted by the Council of the IAG which 

normally meets every four years during the International Conference. However, in view of the 

importance of the proposed topics, the Secretary will ask the approval of the National 

Scientific Members by electronic consultation. 

 

5. Finances 

 

The financial situation is sound but not brilliant. Several options are proposed to keep the 

IAG/AIG financial situation healthy: reduce the expenditures by limiting the EC-Meetings; 

increase the receipts by rising and upgrading the annual National Scientific Members fees, 

installing personal memberships and a Legacy Programme, seeking sponsorships from private 

firms and improving royalties from publications. 

The 6th International Conference on Geomorphology ( Zaragoza, 2005) has generated a 

positive balance of about 3,500 euros. It is expected that the 2009 Melbourne Conference will 

generate a profit of about 5,000 euros.  

 

6. Support for young geomorphologists 

 

The BGRG Postgraduate Training Course was already held in Windsor (UK) in December 

2005. Two PhD students in Geomorphology from Eastern Europe (Poland and Romania) were 

provided with grants of 500 euros each. 

The budget to be devoted during the new quadriennium is outlined (around 28,000 euros) and, 

in particular, it is decided to devote 12,000 euros (1000 euros are already spent for December 

2005!) to the following training activities of the years 2006 and 2007. 
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1) IAG Regional Conference on Geomorphology (Goiania, Brasil, 6-10 September 2006): 2 

grants of 1000 euros each for young geomorphologists from less favoured countries of Africa, 

Asia and Latin America. 

 

2) Intensive course on Geomorphosites and Landscapes (Bagnes, Switzerland, 4-8 September  

2006): 2 grants of 500 euros each for PhD students in Geomorphology from Turkey and 

Mediterranean Countries of Northern Africa. 

 

3) IV Postgraduate field course on the geomorphology and Quaternary geology of Tierra del 

Fuego (Tierra del Fuego, Argentina, 12-24 November 2006): 1 or 2 grants for a total of 1000 

euros for young geomorphologists from Latin America. 

 

4) BGRG Postgraduate Training Course (Windsor, UK, December 2006): 2 grants of 500 

euros each for PhD students in Geomorphology from eastern Europe. 

 

5) IAG/INQUA Workshop (Venezuela, February/March 2007): 3 grants of 400 euros each for 

young geomorphologists from Latin America. 

 

6) IAG Regional Conference on Geomorphology (Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia, 25-29 June 2007) 

Support from IAG: 3 grants up to 800 euros each for young geomorphologists from ASEAN-

countries. 

 

7) IAG Regional Conference on Geomorphology (Svalbard, Norway, 2-5 August 2007): 2 

grants of 1000 euros each for young geomorphologists from non-EU Eastern European 

Countries. 

 

8) V Postgraduate field course on the geomorphology and Quaternary geology of Tierra  

del Fuego (Tierra del Fuego, Argentina, November 2007): 1 grant of 500 euros for a young 

geomorphologist from Latin America. 

 

9) BGRG Postgraduate Training Course (Windsor, UK, December 2007): 1 grant of 500 euros 

for a PhD student in Geomorphology from Eastern Europe. 

 

It is expected that powerful geomorphological associations should stimulate young 

geomorphologists to attend the 2009 - International Conference in Melbourne by awarding 

scholarships. 

 

7. Newsletter and other publications 

 

The IAG newsletter will be revamped. A short paper newsletter, highlighting important areas 

of IAG business will still be published in the major geomorphological journals. An electronic 

PDF version, ‘World Geomorphology’, which would incorporate a wider array of articles and 

contributions, will be published on the IAG/AIG-Website. 

 

Suggestions for publications: 

- WG on Global Change, edited by Olav SLAYMAKER (proposal to Cambridge 

University Press) 

- WG on Hazards, edited by Irasema ALCANTARA-AYALA 
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- A book of major world landform sites, edited by Piotr MIGON (proposal to 

Cambridge University Press) 

- Proceedings of the 2004 Calcutta Regional Conference, edited by Sunil Kumar 

DE 

- Handbook on Geomorphology, edited by Basil GOMEZ, Vic BAKER, Andrew 

GOUDIE and André ROY (to be published by Sage, London) 

- Handbook on ‘Landform Mapping’, edited by Paolo PARON 

- Handbook/Recipe on ‘Applied Geomorphology’ including legal issues 

- Handbook on ‘Stream Restoration’ (USA, New Zealand, France) 

- Glossary of Geomorphology for students, hardcopy, multilingual (English, 

French, Spanish) 

- Biographies (to be edited by Dorothy SACK).  

 

To explore: Geomorphology from Space: landforms and their explanation in relation to 

satellite images from Google Earth. 

 

8. Media and Communications Strategy 

 

The publication policy addresses the objectives of the IAG/AIG to develop, promote and 

disseminate knowledge of Geomorphology. The policy addresses dissemination through 

academic and practitioner networks, including newsletter, website, list-server and a variety of 

academic publications. Beyond the academic and practitioner networks there is a need to 

foster knowledge of Geomorphology amongst the wider community, including other earth 

science disciplines, wider scientific community, policy makers, potential students and the 

general public. There are a number of initiatives that IAG/AIG has undertaken to disseminate 

beyond academic circles, but a more explicit Communications Strategy is required. 

 

A successful communications strategy depends on optimizing the opportunities for knowledge 

about Geomorphology to be placed in the public arena. The role of IAG/AIG in this process 

could take several forms.  

1. IAG/AIG as an enabling network to interface geomorphologists with the public  

2. Promoting IAG/AIG as a source of information for the public 

3. Improving information flow to IAG/AIG for dissemination 

4. Developing a Media Profile for Geomorphology 

 

Tackling each of these issues requires IAG/AIG to achieve a higher level of awareness among 

media representatives. The development of the web page is a key element in an integrated 

communications strategy. We should not underestimate the use of internet search engines by 

journalists. 

 

It is noticeable that some academic disciplines are successful in developing a media presence 

in TV documentaries that appeal to lay audiences. Archaeology and History are two examples 

where a number of academics have made forays into TV. Geomorphology has not been 

entirely neglected but its presence has been limited. From time to time TV companies make 

enquiries about suitable topics. How can IAG/AIG be proactive in this regard? 

 

The EC agrees on the following: 

- as a trial an investment will be made in the media release network ‘Newswise’ 

(about 1000 euros/year).  
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- during the 2009-Melbourne International Conference a training course on media 

communication should be organised. Attention should also be given to public 

lectures by excellent communicators. 

- we should try to have more impact on popular TV-programmes such as National 

Geographic Channel and Discovery Channel 

 

9. Web site and members list 

 

The web site will be freshened up. The membership database is ongoing but the response is 

low and slow. Only 1500 individual members from 15 countries are listed! A new call will be 

launched to all national groups. The web site plays an important role in the media and 

communications strategy. However, for the website news more feedback is needed.  

 

10. 2009-Melbourne-IAG/AIG-International Conference 

 

The provisional Organising Committee of the 2009-Melbourne-IAG/AIG-International 

Conference is composed of: Brian FINLAYSON (University of Melbourne), David 

DUNKERLEY (Monash University, Melbourne), Meridith ORR (University of Melbourne), 

Patricia FANNING (Macquarie University; President of the Australia-New Zealand 

Geomorphological Group), Sandra BRIZGA (Private Consultant), and Mike CROZIER 

(Victoria University of Wellington; New Zealand liaison). 

 

11. Scientific Meetings 

 

a. IAG Regional Conferences 

 

- Brazil, Goiâna-GO, 6 -10 September, 2006: Tropical and Subtropical Geomorphology: 

processes, methods and techniques; organised by E.LATRUBESSE. 

- East-Malaysia, Kota Kinabalu, 25 – 29 June (provisional), 2007: Geomorphological 

Challenges in Low Latitudes; organised by D.HIGGITT. 

- Norway, Spitsbergen, Svalbard Archipelago, 2 – 5 August, 2007; organised by Z. 

ZWOLINSKI. 

- Romania, Braşov, first half of September, 2008: Landslides and Climate Change; co-

operation with Carpatho-Balkan-Dinaric Regional WG and HILS-WG; organised by Dan 

BALTEANU. 

 

b. IAG-WG Meetings 

 

- Hungary, Pécs, 26-28 May, 2006: 1

st

 HILS-WG Meeting: Human Impact on the 

Landscape; organised by D. LOCZY. 

- Belgium, Ghent, 22 – 24 September, 2006: WG on Geo-archaelogy: “Ol’Man River”, 

Geo-archaeological Aspects of Rivers and River Plains; organised by M.DE DAPPER. 

 

c. Other meetings 

 

- Venezuela, February/March, 2007: IAG/INQUA Workshop; organised by 

F.AUDEMARD 

 - Norway, Oslo, 5 – 14 August, 2008: 33

rd

 International Geological Congress. Some 

WG’s could organise a session.  
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d. Patronage 

 

- US, New Orleans, May 2007, Coastal Sediments 07 Steering Group.  

- Malta, spring 2007, International meeting at the Istituto Italiano di Cultura, in co-operation 

with the University of Malta, on the theme “Integration of geomorphological environment 

and cultural heritage for tourism promotion and hazard prevention”, organised by 

M.SOLDATI. 

 

 

e. UNESCO & IUGS, International Year of Planet Earth, 2008 

 

The UN General Assembly has proclaimed the Year 2008 as the International Year of Planet 

Earth. IYPE will span the three years 2007-9 and is a joint initiative of IUGS and UNESCO. 

Broad themes include hazards and climate change. The IAG/AIG has officially supported this 

initiative from the beginning. 

 

f. Meeting suggestions 

 

On behalf of the Geographical and Quaternary Sub-Committee of the Geographical 

Society of China, Ying WANG proposes several activities which fall within the scope of the 

IAG.  

Monique FORT suggests that the 2013-IAG- International Conference might take place in 

Paris, France 

 

12. Jan De Ploey Library  

 

The ‘Jan De Ploey Library’ will be hosted by the ‘Campusbibliotheek Arenberg’ (Campus 

Library Arenberg) of the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven in Belgium. For each donated book 

or publication to the JDPL an “ex libris” will be stuck mentioning the JDPL and the name of 

the person or institute who donated the work. A list of all donated books will be available on 

the web page of the Campus Library Arenberg under the heading ‘Jan De Ploey Library’. All 

donated books will be stored in the section ‘physical geography’ and can be consulted by 

anyone without any restriction. 

Further donations should be sent to Prof. Jean POESEN, Geo-Institute, Celestijnenlaan 

200E, B-3001 Heverlee, Belgium. 

 

 

16. Forthcoming EC Meetings 

 

David HIGGITT will convene the next EC Meeting on Sunday 24

th

 June 2007 

in Kota Kinabalu – East Malaysia prior to the Regional Conference. 

An EC Meeting will also be convened in 2008 at the occasion of the Regional Conference in 

Romania. 

 

The President The Secretary 

Andrew GOUDIE                                                                      Morgan DE DAPPER 

 

 


