REPORT ON
The activities of The Working Group of IAG on “ Advancing
theory and modelling of river systems” in 2024

Our working group was approved in the IAG Council Meeting held during the 9
International Conference on Geomorphology, which took place in New Deli, India
during November 6-11, 2017. In the IAG Council Meeting held during the 10"
International Conference on Geomorphology, which took place during Sept. 12-16,
2022 in Coimbra, Portugal, our working group was approved for another term.

During April, 2024 to March, 2025, our working group has carried out the following

activities:

1. Under the invitation of Prof. He-Qing Huang, co-chair of our working group,
Prof. Trevor Hoey from Brunel University of UK visited China University of
Geosciences (Wuhan) during April 15-16, 2024 and introduced the latest
achievements of his research group on the responses of river systems to human
disturbances and climate change. Importantly, Profs. Hoey and Huang held
special communications on how to effectively integrate river science into the
activities of our working group.

2. Prof. He-Qing Huang, representing our working group, visited Dr. Tim Cohen,
Chairman of Australia & New Zealand Geomorphology Group (ANZGG), and
Prof. Gerald Nanson at the University of Wollongong, Australia during April
24-28, 2024 and exchanged views on how to collaboratively organize relevant
activities between our working group and ANZGG. On the way back to China,
Prof. Huang visited Prof. Lu XiXi at National University of Singapore during
April 29 to May 1, and explored the opportunities for collaboratively organizing
relevant activities between our working group and Prof. Lu’s research group.

3. In June, the three co-chairs of our working group, Profs. He-Qing Huang, Paul
Carling and Ian Rutherfurd held detailed discussion about the activities of our
working group during 2024-2025. As a result, we decided to organize 2024
International Workshop on Theory and Modelling of River Systems in Nov. in

Wuhan, China and to submit proposals for organizing a special session at both



IAG RCG2025 (Timisoara, Romania in Sept., 2025) and the 11" IAG
International Conference on Geomorphology (Christchurch, New Zealand in
Feb., 2026).

. Representing our working group and as one of the conveners, Prof. He-Qing
Huang attended the 24" Cross-strait and Hong Kong - Macao Symposium on
Environment, Resources and Ecological Conservation and introduced research
advances on river systems and the activities of our working group. The
conference was held in Nanchong, Sichuan Province of China during July 11-
16, 2024, with more than 300 scientists and postgraduate students from
universities and research organizations presenting their latest research results.

. Prof. He-Qing Huang, representing our working group, attended China-Africa
Water Forum Series No. during July 21-27, 2024 in Nairobi, Kenya and
introduced research advances and activities of our working group.

. Under the invitation of the organizers, Prof. He-Qing Huang, representing our
working group, attended International Workshop on Ecological Civilization,
Fluvial Geomorphology and River Management during Aug. 1-3, 2024 at
Lanzhou University, China and introduced research advances and activities of
our working group.

. Under the invitation of the organizers, Prof. He-Qing Huang, representing our
working group, attended the 7" Large Asian River International Symposium
during August 11-17, 2024 in Phnom Penh, Cambodia and introduced research
advances and activities of our working group.

. Under the invitation of the organizers, Prof. He-Qing Huang, representing our
working group, attended the 115" Anniversary of the Geographical Society of
China & China Conference on Geography 2024 during Sept. 26-29, 2024 in
Nanjing, China and introduced research advances and activities of our working
group.

. In collaboration with China University of Geosciences (Wuhan), our working
group organized 2024 International Workshop on Theory and Modelling of
River Systems during Nov. 21-23, 2024 in Wuhan, China. The workshop was
hosted by School of Geography and Information Engineering of China
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University of Geosciences (Wuhan) and attracted about 100 participants from
China, Australia, Singapore and USA. The three co-chairs of our working group,
Profs. He-Qing Huang, Paul Carling and Ian Rutherfurd were the main
conveners and Prof. He-Qing Huang took the role of the executive chairman of
the workshop. Over the entire period of the workshop, all participants enjoyed
the stimulating atmosphere in sharing research and management experiences on
river systems.

10. Following the approvals of our proposed special sessions by the organizing
committees of IAG RCG2025 on October 1, 2024 and of the 11" IAG
International Conference on Geomorphology on Dec. 20, 2024, the three co-
chairs of our working group, Profs. He-Qing Huang, Paul Carling and Ian
Rutherfurd, tried to encourage relevant researchers across the world to submit
abstracts to IAG RCG2025 and the 11" IAG International Conference on
Geomorphology.

11. The three co-chairs of our working group, Profs. He-Qing Huang, Paul Carling
and Ian Rutherfurd, had a detailed evaluation of the abstracts submitted for IAG
RCG2025 during March 12-16, 2025 and approved 10 oral presentations and 7

posters.

Co-chairs of the Working Group of IAG on “Advancing theory and modelling of river
systems”:
Prof. He-Qing Huang, China University of Geosciences (Wuhan)/Institute of
Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Chinese
Academy of Sciences, Beijing, China;
Email: huanghq@jigsnrr.ac.cn
Prof. Paul Carling, Southampton University, UK;
Email: P.A.Carling@soton.ac.uk
Prof. Ian Rutherfurd, University of Melbourne, Australia;

Email: idruth@unimelb.edu.au





