REPORT ON
The activities of The Working Group of IAG on “ Advancing
theory and modelling of river systems™ in 2023

Our working group was approved in the IAG Council Meeting held during the 9
International Conference on Geomorphology, which took place in New Deli, India
during November 6-11, 2017. In the IAG Council Meeting held during the 10"
International Conference on Geomorphology, which took place during Sept. 12-16,
2022 in Coimbra, Portugal, our working group was approved for another term.

During April, 2023 to March, 2024, our working group has carried out the following

activities:

1. Profs. He-Qing Huang and Ian Rutherfurd, co-chairs of our working group, held
the meeting of our working group at the University of Melbourne, Australia
during March 29 to April. 7, 2023, reviewing the progress of our working group
made in 2022 and laying out a detailed plan for activities to be carried out in
2023.

2. In May, Profs. He-Qing Huang, representing our working group, discussed the
feasibility for the Government of Wulingyuan District of Zhangjijaie City to
host an international workshop focusing on “Advancing theory and modelling
of river systems” in 2023. The formal proposal was accepted and submitted to
the Government of Hunan province for approval in June.

3. Prof. He-Qing Huang attended the 2023 Conference of the Commission on
Geomorphology and Quaternary Studies of the Geographical Society of China
and presented a special report on the activities of our working group and
research advances on river systems. The conference was held in Taiyuan, Shanxi
province of China during Aug. 24-26, 2023, with more than 300 scientists and
postgraduate students from universities and research organizations across China
presenting their latest research results. During the conference, the meeting of
commission members was held and Prof. He-Qing Huang reported the yearly
activities and future plans of IAG and our working group. Pre- and post-

meeting field trips were organized to investigate the geomorphology of the



middle Yellow River and integrated landscapes of earth pillars in Shanxi for
conference attendees.

The proposal of our working group for the Government of Wulingyuan District
of Zhangjijaie City to host an international workshop focusing on “Advancing
theory and modelling of river systems” was approved by the Government of
Hunan province in August and the first round of the announcement was made
for holding the international workshop in Zhangjiajie UNESCO Global
Geopark of Wulingyuan District during Nov. 15-17, 2023.

. Prof. He-Qing Huang was invited to deliver a keynote address on the activities
of our working group and research advances on river systems at the Conference
of the Yellow River Branch of the Geographical Society of China. The
conference was hosted by Shandong Normal University and held in Jinan,
Shandong province of China during Oct. 28-29, 2023, with about 300 scientists
and postgraduate students from universities and research organizations across
China presenting their latest research results and discussing the problems
encountered. After the meeting, a field trip was organized to investigate the
geomorphology of the Yellow River estuary for conference attendees.

. Prof. He-Qing Huang was invited to deliver a special presentation on the
activities of our working group and research advances on river systems at the
International Conference on Global Water Security and Sustainable
Development organized jointly by Hohai University and Nanjing Hydraulic
Research Institute during Oct. 30 to Nov. 1, 2023 at Changzhou, Jiangsu
province of China. About 500 scientists and postgraduate students from
universities and research organizations across world presented their latest
research results and discussed the problems encountered during the conference.
. In collaboration with the Management Committee of Zhangjiajie UNESCO
Global Geopark of China, our working group organized an International
Workshop on Theory and Modelling of River Systems and Zhangjiajie
Landscape in Wulingyuan District of Zhangjiajie City, Hunan Province, China
during Nov. 13-15, 2023. The workshop was hosted by the Government of

Waulingyuan District and the Administrative Bureau of Wulingyuan Scenic and



Historic Interest Area and National Forest Park of Zhangjiajie City and attracted
about 100 participants from China, Australia, UK, Vietnam and Tajikistan. Prof.
He-Qing Huang was the main convener and executive chairman of the
workshop. Over the entire period of the workshop, all participants enjoyed the
stimulating atmosphere in sharing research and geoheritage management
experiences. The latest issue (Issue 4, 2023) of IAG Highlights provided details
on the workshop.

8. Representing our working group, Prof. He-Qing Huang attended the 23" Cross-
strait and Hong Kong Macao Symposium on Environment, Resources and
Ecological Conservation and presented a special report on the activities of our
working group and research advances on river systems. The conference was
held in Hong Kong during Dec. 18-23, 2023, with more than 100 scientists and
postgraduate students from universities and research organizations presenting
their latest research results and investigating the wetlands in HK.

9. Representing our working group, Prof. lan Rutherfurd had been actively
engaged in organizing the 20™ Biennial Conference of ANZGG (Australian &
New Zealand Geomorphology Group), which was held at Gisborne, New
Zealand, during Feb. 12-16, 2024.

10. On March 6, 2024, Dr. Guoan Yu, representing our working group, gave a
presentation on river morphology evolution driven by mass movements in
tectonic active regions — case of the lower Tsangpo River in eastern Himalaya
at the IAG Regional Webinar of East & Southeast Asia during 2024
International Geomorphology Week (March 1-7, 2024).
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