
Urban Geomorphology Working Group 
 

 

Introduction to WG activities: 

 

The Urban Geomorphology Working Group is now in its fifth year. 

Its goal is to improve understanding of the effects of urban growth on geomorphological processes and 

landforms, addressing increased geomorphological risk and resource management. Since 2020, its 

objectives have included: 

• Defining geomorphological constraints, geological models and anthropogenic deposits, focusing 

on factors influencing site foundation and evolution. 

• Establishing methodologies for geomorphological surveys in urban areas. 

• Realizing geomorphological maps, with emphasis on anthropogenic landforms and modified 

natural landforms. 

• Assessing natural and human-induced hazards and risks in urban settings. 

• Promoting cultural geomorphology and geotourism use of urban areas, highlighting geodiversity, 

geosites, and urban landscape. 

The Working Group will update its objectives by mid-2025. 

 

Past activities: 

 

The Working Group on Urban Geomorphology experienced a change in leadership on April 9, 2024, when 

chairs Laura Melelli, Maurizio Del Monte, and Pierluigi Brandolini resigned. They informed the IAG 

Presidency, and the former chairs then initiated a search for replacements through the group's mailing list. 

The IAG Presidency was subsequently notified of the availability of Alessia Pica (University of Rome, 

Italy) and Francesco Faccini (University of Genoa, Italy). 

Main activities done between April 2024 - March 2025 

 Organization of annual working group workshops: 

The former chairs of the Working Group (Melelli, Del Monte, and Brandolini), in collaboration with Polish 

colleagues and members, organized the IAG-Urban Geomorphology Working Group Workshop, originally 

scheduled for Krakow, Poland, on September 3-6, 2024. This workshop has been postponed and will now 

take place on May 12-15, 2025. The workshop aims to convene urban geomorphologists and geographers 

from across the globe to enhance understanding of both ancient and contemporary geomorphological 

processes within urban environments, and to foster future collaborative initiatives. The IAG has provided 

two grants to support the participation of young geomorphologists in the full event. 

 Organization of scientific sessions at relevant international conferences: 

The Urban Geomorphology Working Group has proposed the session "Identification, quantitative 

assessment, and mapping of anthropogenic landforms in urban areas" in the 11th International Conference 

on Geomorphology (ICG-IAG), scheduled for February 2-6, 2026, in Christchurch, New Zealand. This 

session, proposed by Dr. Alessia Pica, Professor Francesco Faccini, Dr. Luca Lämmle (Working Group 

members), and Dr. Roksana Zarychta, has been confirmed. The call for abstracts commenced in February 

2025. Additionally, other Working Group members are conveners for sessions within the Anthropogenic 

Geomorphology topic.  

Session description: https://www.confer.co.nz/icg2026/anthropogenic-geomorphology/ 

Call for abstracts: https://www.confer.co.nz/icg2026/call-for-abstracts/ 

 



WG’s members and chairs, Alessia Pica and Francesco Faccini, proposed the session “P49. Urban 

geomorphological landscape evolution under the human activities pressure” in the SIMP-SGI Joint 

Congress, Padua (Italy), 16-18 September 2025.  

Session description: https://www.geoscienze.org/N461/p49.html 

Call for abstracts: https://en.geoscienze.org/591/submission-guidelines.html 

 

• Publication of journal special issues connected to these annual workshops and conference scientific 

sessions: 

none 

• Publication of synthesis volumes on Urban Geomorphology 

none 

 

Forthcoming activities: 

 

• Workshop of the IAG-Urban Geomorphology Working Group planned in Krakow, Poland 12-15 

May 2025. Abstract submission closed. Registration deadline 31/03/2025 

third circular of the event: https://www.geomorph.org/wp-

content/uploads/2024/03/Urban_Geomorphology_Workshop_2025_3rd_call.pdf 

link for early-bird registration: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeNDE90aPYJQ-

soQgXQL0xZoDxKO5sjLzey-_ldaoS3NX43Rg/viewform 

• The call for a special issue will be announced at the ICG-IAG Conference 2026 (Christchurch, New 

Zealand, February 2-6), linked to the session "Identification, quantitative assessment, and mapping of 

anthropogenic landforms in urban areas." 


