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Held in the historic hilltop city of Perugia, Italy, this year’s Geomorphometry 

conference brought together researchers and experts from around the 

world to share ideas and innovations in terrain analysis. Hosted by the 

University of Perugia and the Italian National Research Council (CNR IRPI) 

and organized under the umbrella of the International Society for 

Geomorphometry (ISG), this 8th bi-annual meeting offered a valuable 

opportunity to reflect on where the field is headed and how 

geomorphometry continues to evolve.  

 

The community of multi-disciplinary researchers attending Geomorphometry 2025 at the 

University of Perugia. 

One of the great aspects of this event was that everyone here had the 

chance to showcase their work to a large audience, either through short or 

long presentations, sparking new ideas as we explored the diverse 
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applications of geomorphometry, including hydrology, ecology, natural 

hazard mapping, land surface monitoring and classification, cultural heritage 

and geodiversity.  

What stood out to me most was the openness and collaborative spirit of the 

geomorphometry community. From young researchers presenting creative 

workflows to experienced scientists revisiting long-standing challenges, the 

week was filled with dialogue, curiosity, and meaningful exchange.  

For any geomorphologist looking to integrate terrain analysis into their 

work, it’s clear that this is an excellent community in which to learn, share, 

and contribute. 

Field Trip Highlight – Volcanics, Landslides, and Badland Erosion 

For me, a major highlight of the conference was the field trip to Civita di 

Bagnoregio. Led by Marta Della Seta, Laura Melelli, and Francesca Vergari 

(Sapienza University of Rome and University of Perugia), the trip offered 

first-hand insights into how landslides, seismic activity, and surface erosion 

shape these striking landscapes and cultural sites. It was a powerful 

reminder of how terrain-based analyses and models apply directly to real-

world geomorphic systems, showing us the landscapes behind our work. 

 

Laura Melelli of the Department of Physics and Geology at the University of Perugia presenting 

the geomorphology of the badlands surrounding Civita di Bagnoregio.  

Recognition and Awards 

The conference also celebrated outstanding contributions to the field. Best 

student paper awards were given to Arianna Negri (University of Torino, 

Italy), for building a framework to classify geosystem services in the 

geodiverse terrain of the Sesia Val Grande UNESCO Global Geopark, and 

Andrei Ioniță (ICAM - West University of Timişoara, Romania), for presenting 
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the Geomorphometric Atlas of Romania, a publicly available database of 

landform classifications and land-surface variables. 

 

Arianna Negri a PhD student from the University of Torino presenting her award winning paper 

on “Integrating Geosystem Services classifications: a preliminary framework from the piedmont 

area of the Sesia Val Grande UNESCO Global Geopark”. 

The best paper award was given to Massimiliano Alvioli (CNR IRPI, Perugia, 

Italy), for his continued work advancing slope unit delineation with 

r.slopeunits v2.0. A lifetime achievement award was received by David 

Tarboton for his long-standing contributions to hydrologic terrain analysis 

and the development of open-source tools that have shaped the field. 

I encourage everyone to explore the full range of conference papers openly 

available at https://www.geomorphometry.org/2025. 

 

Professor David Tarboton, who was awarded a life time achievement award by the ISG, 

presenting his Reflections on Geomorphometry and Hydrology. 
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Thanks to the Local Organizing Committee 

The event was made possible through the thoughtful planning and 

coordination of the local organizing committee including Massimiliano Alvioli 

(CNR IRPI, Perugia), Ivan Marchesini (CNR IRPI, Perugia), and Laura Melelli 

(University of Perugia). Their efforts created events and spaces to meet new 

researchers, share insights and explore both new directions and long-

standing questions in geomorphometry.  

 

A strawberry moon rising over Perugia during the social dinner where members of the local 

organizing committee received recognition for their excellence in hosting the 8th 

Geomorphometry conference from the ISG. 

Looking Ahead to Geomorphometry 2027 

Geomorphometry 2025 reminded us that terrain analysis is more than just a 

technical toolset – it’s a way of seeing landscapes and engaging with the 

processes that shape them. As datasets grow and analytical methods evolve, 

so too does the opportunity for new insights. And as this year showed, it’s 

the community around that work that keeps it dynamic. I’m already looking 

forward to what we’ll see at Geomorphometry 2027 in the Netherlands, 

hosted by OpenGeoHub. 

 

https://opengeohub.org/

