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I had the great pleasure to participate in the First Urban Geomorphology Workshop, held in 

Kraków, Poland, from May 12 to 15, 2025, and organized under the auspices of the International 

Association of Geomorphologists (IAG). With the grant offered by them, I would like to express my 

sincere gratitude to the IAG for awarding me this grant, which greatly facilitated my participation in 

this event. Their support not only enabled my travel and attendance but also encouraged my active 

engagement with the international geomorphology community. I also extend my heartfelt thanks to 

the organizers of the workshop for their hard work and their efforts to ensure a collaborative and 

inspiring atmosphere throughout the workshop. 

The first day and the morning of the second day were dedicated to the plenary session and a 

range of posters and oral presentations with time for questions and further explanations. Various 

aspects of urban geomorphology were discussed through many case studies around the world. As a 

young researcher, it was very diverse, fruitful and beneficial. I had the chance to learn new things 

related to different issues from both theoretical and applied perspectives.  

In the evening of the second day, we had the first part of mid-workshop tour in Kraków. The 

aim of this first trip was to show geomorphological consequences as well as other natural and 

landscape effects of former extraction of limestone and marls in the southern part of Krakow city. 

We visited some inactive quarries of different size and we saw other human activities close to them 

such as construction of sacred, military and iconic objects.   
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During the third day, I attended the GIS workshop where I learnt to use new GIS application 

to extract geographic information. In the afternoon, we had our second part of mid-workshop tour. 

We visited the Old Town in Krakow. We had an idea about the surrounding landforms of the city and 

the largest changes occurred during the last millennium due to human activities. At the end of the 

trip, we visited Rynek Underground museum and saw many exhibitions about remains of medieval 

constructions. This visit not only deepened my scientific understanding but also enriched my 

appreciation for Krakow’s geomorphological and cultural heritage. 

During the last day, we visited the Upper Silesia Region. We discussed the history of mining 

in Katowice conurbation and its effects on both geological, geomorphological and human context 

especially during post-mining periods.  

Attending this event has been an invaluable experience, both for my academic development 

and for building connections with researchers working in similar fields. I met new kind people from 

different countries and different cultures and I have exchanged ideas with them. I return home with 

new knowledge and a renewed enthusiasm. Once again, I sincerely thank the IAG for supporting my 

participation and for their continuous commitment to fostering the growth of young 

geomorphologists.  

 

 

 
Prof. Zbigniew Zwoliński and the organizers during the opening ceremony 



 
 

 

 

Mid-workshop tour in Krakow Old Town 

 

 



 
 

 

Water reservoirs in Katowice region  

 

 

Wyzwolenia Square in Katowice  


