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WG description  

The scope of the Urban Geomorphology Working Group is to define, and update integrated 
urban geomorphological investigations in urban areas, focusing on the modeling of urban 
landscape evolution, the interactions between natural and anthropogenic processes, the 
understanding of anthropogenic erosion and accumulation phenomena. 
The Urban Geomorphology Working Group has been working since 2019. For the second period 
(2024-2028) the Working Group revised and updated its objectives, in May 2025, starting from 
previous one. 
Specific aim of the Working Group for the second period of research (2024-2028) is to 
promote the use of advanced technologies for urban geomorphological analysis (remote 
sensing, 3D modelling and cities digital twins). 
To this aim we encourage geomorphology and interdisciplinary scientists to share expertise 
during international meetings we organize, and to build collaborative projects. 
In particular, we are focusing on: 
 
• the effects of anthropogenic forcings on geomorphological processes, with particular 
attention to climate change 
• analyzing and indexing anthropization encouraging standardization, interoperability, 
and open data practices 
• assessing urban geomorphological hazards and integrating geomorphology into urban 
planning and climate adaptation strategies 
• strengthening the role of urban geomorphology in science communication and 
education supporting sustainable cities goals (e.g., SDGs). 
 
The new objectives are highly challenging, and the Working Group does not expect to achieve 
them within this period, but rather to continue its activities beyond 2028. 
 
 
Past activities (April 1st 2025 to March 31th 2026) 

Organization of annual working group workshops and meetings: 

• May 2025 – 1st Workshop of the IAG-Urban Geomorphology Working Group (12-15 
May, UKEN University, Krakow, Poland), focusing on “Geomorphology, geodiversity, and 
geosites in urban areas” . 

Local organizers of the event:  
- Institute of Biology and Earth Sciences of the National Education Commission, Krakow;  
- Committee of Geographical Sciences of the Polish Academy of Sciences;  
- Institute of Geoecology and Geoinformation of the Adam Mickiewicz University in 

Poznań; 
- Association of Polish Geomorphologists. 

31 people attended the event from various countries, including the Czech Republic, Germany, 
Italy, Great Britain, Tunisia, Cameroon, Mongolia, and Poland. 



Workshop activities: keynotes and sessions; GIS workshop for young geomorphologists; IAG 
Urban Geomorphology Working Group business meeting; mid-workshop tour in Kraków 
(morphological changes in the Kraków city center); Upper Silesia field trip (post-mining 
landscape). 
The International Association of Geomorphologists funded two grants for Young 
Geomorphologists. 
 

▪ information on the workshop 

▪ report from IAG Grant Holders 

▪ summary report on the event 

 

 

 

Figure 1 (clockwise): the workshop Opening cerimony, the IAG Urban Geomorphology Working Group 
business meeting, the mid-workshop tour in Kraków. 

• September 2025, informal meeting of the WG was held during the IAG Regional 
Conference in Timișoara (Romania) 

organized to discuss collaborating on assessing the "anthropization index" of the cities object 
of WG members’ research. The discussion led to a call for collaboration aimed at integrating 
and comparing methods for publishing shared procedure and case studies.   

 

 

 

https://www.geomorph.org/2024/10/1st-workshop-of-the-iag-working-group-on-urban-geomorphology-krakow-poland-12-15-may-2024
https://www.geomorph.org/2025/06/reports-by-iag-grant-holders-iag-working-group-urban-geomorphology-1st-workshop-krakow-poland-12-15-may-2025
https://www.geomorph.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/2-2025-attachment-IAG_UG_workshop_summary.pdf


Organization of scientific sessions at relevant international conferences: 

• February 2026, session 05K “Identification, quantitative assessment, and mapping of 
anthropogenic landforms in urban areas" in the ICG-IAG Conference 
2026 (Christchurch, New Zealand, February 2-6), 

the session received 14 abstracts and took place on 3rd February following the schedule for oral 
presentation and poster presentation are shown in Figure 2. Interactive programme of the 
session 05K 

 

Figure 2 - Schedule of our session in the ICG-IAG: oral (above) and poster presentation (under). 

 

Publication of journal special issues connected to these annual workshops and conference 
scientific sessions: 

• April 2026 - Launching of the Special Issue as the proceedings of our session in the ICG-
IAG 2026 

Eds. Faccini F., Pica A., Lammle L., Identification, quantitative assessment, and mapping of 
anthropogenic landforms in urban areas. Earth Surface Processes and Landform. Submission 
deadline: Thursday, 31 December 2026 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/page/journal/10969837/homepage/call-for-papers/si-2026-000353 

 

Future activities  

- Organization of a Webinar on actual trends and research results of the working groups 
members. 

- Social media account creation, gaining attention on our research topics, attracting new 
WG members 

- Planning of the 2° Workshop of the IAG Working Group on Urban Geomorphology 
- Publication of SI and synthesis volumes on Urban Geomorphology 

 

https://confer.eventsair.com/iag2026
https://confer.eventsair.com/iag2026
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/page/journal/10969837/homepage/call-for-papers/si-2026-000353
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